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Dear Families,

Last week ended with over 15% of our students _

participating in their Duke of Edinburgh expedition § ’

preparations as they took to Happy Valley for their | )Q ‘o

first overnight stay. There were some tired feet on Monday,

however students revelled in an excellent camping experience and
¥ look forward to participating in future expeditions. Thank you to

all of the staff and community volunteers who gave up part of
M their weekend to make this opportunity possible.

Christmas came early for our Sixth Form students this week as they took
receipt of their new furniture that has since been laid out in an assortment of
designs in our recently relocated and decorated Sixth Form Centre. We are &=
very near to the Centre’s completion, which has been fashioned due to the :
hard work of students and staff.

On the theme of Christmas we look forward to the Christmas Carol Concert
being held at the Episkopi Station Church next Thursday. | hope that many of you can make it and look forward
to our students, together with pupils from Episkopi Primary School, pulling us into the festive season.

Today, and throughout the next two weeks, our Year 11 and 13 students will embark upon their Mock
Examinations. We wish them well and hope that their hard work and revision pays dividends.

Upcoming School Events

This Week
All Week Mock Examinations for Year 11 and 13

Tuesday 5th December U14 Interschool Football Tournament @ Happy Valley
Thursday 7th December National Christmas Jumper Day,
Head Teacher’s Surgery : 0900—1000 hrs @ Akrotiri Hive
Parent Forum @ Akrotiri Primary School : 1500hrs—1600hrs
Christmas Carol Concert @ Episkopi Station Church : 1800hrs
Next Week
All Week Mock Examinations for Year 11 and 13
Tuesday 12th December SJS vs. KRS Football Match : 1300-1600hrs @ Happy Valley
Wednesday 13th December School Governors Meeting @ 1000hrs
Thursday 14th December SJS Coffee Morning 0900—1000 hrs
House Sport—Netball : 1300-1600hrs @ Happy Valley
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This week at St John’s School in pictures

48\5{'%«{% AN

Students enjoyed a weekend practice expedition for their Duke of

Edinburgh Award. Students will participate in the final expedition in the
New Year. Well done to everyone who supported and participated in the
expedition.
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Our Sixth Form Centre

During the Summer Holiday we completed the relocation of
our Sixth Form to create our new bespoke Sixth Form Centre.
Since then we have been waiting the delivery of new
furniture from the UK. This week this furniture finally arrived
and has created a modern, purposeful work space for our
Sixth Form students. The Sixth Form work room is

accompanied by two additional break out spaces and a
common room (pictured left). In the New Year, we will
install 30 computers to be placed around the perimeter of
the room.

Our new Sixth Form Suite, together with an improving
curriculum offer, continues to support the delivery of our
improvement priorities linked to student satisfaction and our
educational offer.
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This week in pictures

What a fantastic week of sporting opportunities for our students!

Last Friday Alfie and Millie in Year 9 lifted the Cross Country Cup as St John’s School beat Foley’s and King
Richard School in the 2.6 km event, both of them winning gold medals. The Cross Country event was followed
up with House Football for Year 8 and 9, which helped inform the teams for next weeks U14's tournament.

On Wednesday we hosted English School Kyrenia, Foley’s and TLC from Paphos in a International Tournament.
Our under 18 girls came second and the under 18 boys won with two stand out performances from Ethan and
Noah.

Thursday was a real treat as Foley’s hosted a combined MOD Schools team (consisting of SJS & KRS) for their
annual swim gala. It was an amazing experience for our swimmers with standout performances from Freddie in
Year 9 and Florence in Year 8, both winning 3 gold medals.

Our Student Leadership Team are keen to support Save the Children’s Christmas
Jumper Day, which takes place across the United Kingdom on Thursday 7th
December 2023.

Students and staff and invited to wear a Christmas Jumper to school on this day.

suve t he Students, should wear their normal school uniform, but can wear a Christmas

Jumper instead of their school jumper or hoodie.

L]
C h I ld ren Students wearing a Christmas Jumper are encouraged to bring in €1 which will

c HR |STMAS be donated to Save the Children, a registered UK Charity on behalf of St John’s
JUMPER DAY School.
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Annual Consent Form for school trips and other off-site activities

Thank you to all parents and carers who have completed our annual consent form. This must be completed
each academic year. Should you wish to complete the annual consent form, your child/ren will be able to
participate in activities locally, such as outdoor learning and school trips further afield . It is hoped that by
undertaking this annually that we can reduce the administrative burden placed on parents and staff.

Parents/carers will still be contacted in advance of school trips with fuller excursion details. This provides a
further opportunity to withdraw consent if applicable.
The trips and activities covered by this consent include:

All visits (including residential trips) which take place during the school day, during holidays or
at the weekend
Adventure activities at any time

Off-site sporting fixtures outside the school day

You can, if you wish, tell the school that you do not want your child to take part in any specific school trip
or activity.

Further written parental consent will not be requested from you for off-site activities offered by the
school.

With this form you are signing to say you are happy for your child/children to:

a) To take part in school trips and other activities that take place off school premises; and

b) To be given first aid or urgent medical treatment during any school trip or activity.

Should you wish to complete the annual consent form, please can we encourage you to click on this link.
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https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=p53tkF6ATkmR17lO7SGkZIzh6YgZjpRFs0DdNeD3JpdURVpUU04zU0tMUVk1RzRRWkhMUlo3WDQ5Ry4u&origin=QRCode
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2023

St John’s School

Christmas Card Competition

Christmas Card Competition

Your child’s design could be our 2023 Christmas Card

We would like to invite students of St John’s
School to design a Christmas Card. The winning
card will become the School Christmas Card to
be used this Christmas.

There will also be an opportunity for the
winning design to be reprinted and available
for purchase, with proceeds being donated to
a charity of the winning student’s choice.

The deadline for entries is Monday 4th
December. Entries should be submitted as a
physical design directly to Mr Guyton
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Parent Forum

On Thursday 7th December 2023 at 1500 hrs Mr Colin Guyton and Mrs Kate Parkinson will be hosting
our Parent Forum Meeting. The meeting will take place at Akrotiri Primary School and will have a
focus on our strategic approach to addressing student use of inappropriate language. Parents are
cordially invited to attend, either in person or via this Teams Link

Let’s be friends!

Be sure to add us as a friend of Facebook to keep up to
date with what is happening at St John’s School

www.facebook.com/stjohnsschoolcyprus

Mock Examinations

Students in Year 11 and 13 will begin their Mock Examinations next week, with the first exams taking

place on Friday 1st December. The Mock Examination timetable has been circulated separately as an
email and as a physical copy to the students.

The Mock Examinations are being designed to replicate the experience our students will have in the
Summer of 2023 when they take their final public exams. Students will sit, and be expected to
complete, a full examination paper testing their understanding and recall of content covered. The
Mock Examinations will take place in the Exam Room.

Mock Examinations provide students, parents and teachers
with an insight into their current performance. Revision
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should be well underway. The grades achieved may be used ///550””'35“0“ = “““&\\
(at the discretion of the exam board) if a student is unable to
sit one or more of their final exams. The Mock Examinations
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will also inform appropriate interventions and decisions
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around the tier of exam entry (where applicable). It is N
important that students are supported to revise thoroughly
and take each exam seriously.



https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_NTIyNWQ0NGItYWI1NS00YzljLThiYWEtMjNlY2E1ZjYwMDRh%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2290ed9da7-805e-494e-91d7-b94eed21a464%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22ff790261-6a9f-4cb8-be3d-49d5cbd23ad6%22%7d
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St John’s School Writers

Students in Key Stage 3 have been consolidating their learning based on their study of literary heritage texts this
term by producing extended essays based on the presentation of character (Y7 and Y8) and genre (Y9).

What follows is an independent study task completed by a Year 7 student, who was prompted to write a TV news
report on the events of Nancy’s murder in ‘Oliver Twist” and an exemplar Year 7 essay in response to the question
‘What type of character is Bill Sykes?’.

TV News Broadcast Script

BREAKING NEWS

Late yesterday evening, a young girl was found dead in her small, rented flat presumably after being murdered.
Believed to be named Nancy, the victim of this crime was found by her landlord yesterday evening after hearing
loud noises from his building. She was a young girl around the age of seventeen to twenty; the police are
currently trying to confirm her identity.

The police presume it was a man, in his early thirties, named Bill Sikes, after being seen entering the house a few
minutes before the murder, staying for around 10-20 minutes and then leaving and locking the door behind him
before walking down the street in the same direction he arrived. We received information from the crime scene
investigators about what could have happened; in the flat bedroom they found a pistol on the floor that was still
fully loaded but there was only blood on the handle, not far from the pistol they also found a club drenched in
Nancy’s blood. From all the evidence the police have started to put the story together: Sikes entered the flat and
then proceeded to hit Nancy on the head with the end of the gun, explaining the two large wounds on her
forehead and why no bullets where missing. After that Nancy must have fallen to the floor, meaning she was in
the perfect position for Sikes to beat her with the club found on the floor.

Although it’s obvious it was Sikes who committed the murder and all the evidence adds up that it was him, the
police are still stumped on why Sikes would do it. Multiple sources have stated that Nancy and Sikes where in
some kind of romantic relationship giving the police and detectives even more reasons to suspect it was him.
Although Sikes is known for his violence with fights in local public houses and has a few criminal records, he has
never been seen or heard attempting to murder someone, none the less actually doing it. So, what was the
motive? Well later after being caught and arrested, Sikes revealed that an older gentleman, in his mid-50s,
named Fagin, had manipulated him into committing this crime. Fagin was also convicted of theft, robbery and
grooming of the younger children he forced into being his ‘gang’ members. But, as much as Bill was manipulated
into doing this doesn’t mean that he didn’t do it, meaning Bill must face the judge and receive a possible life
threatening sentence.

Olivia-Mae Y7)
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St John’s School Writers

What type of character is Bill Sikes?
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St John’s School Writers

What type of character is Bill Sikes? James G (Y7)
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